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Graduation Requirements 
 

Regular                                                    College Prep/Honors

All Students at Seneca High School must 
meet the following minimum 
requirements: 
 

4 cr. Communication Arts, taken in 9-12 
3 cr. Mathematics, taken in 9-12 

1 Algebra or its equivalent, 1 Geometry, 
1 additional math 

3 cr. Science, taken in 9-12 
1 Biology and 2 additional sciences 

3 cr. Social Studies, taken in 9-12 
1 World History,  1 American 
Government, 1 American History 

1 cr. Practical Art 
1 cr. Fine Art 
1 cr. Physical Education 
½ cr. Health 
½ cr. TPC 
½ cr. Speech 
½ cr. Personal Finance 
7 cr. Electives 
 

Requires a minimum of 25 total credits 
 
 
Students who complete the above requirements 
will not meet the recommended college prep 
curriculum recommended by the Missouri 
Coordinating Board for Higher Education.  Many 
colleges and universities use it as a guide for 
admissions.  To meet the recommended 
curriculum, students would need to follow the 
College Prep curriculum in the next column.    
Students who following the above program are 
still eligible to attend most community/junior 
colleges, but may not be admitted to larger four-
year institutions, or they may be admitted on a 
provisional basis. 
 

 

Students who wish to graduate with 
honors or meet the College Admission 
standards at most colleges, must meet 
the following requirements: 
 

4 cr. Communication Arts taken in 9-12 
4 cr. Mathematics - Algebra I and above and 

taken in 9-12 
4 cr. Science taken in 9-12 

Must include 1 Biology, 1 Chemistry and 
1 Honors Course, and 1 additional 

4 cr.  Social Studies taken in 9-12 
Must include 1 American History, 1 
World, 1 American Government, and 1  
Honors Social Studies 

1 cr.  Foreign Language (two from the same 
language are recommended) 

1 cr. Practical Art 
1 cr. Fine Art 
1 cr. Physical Education 
½ cr. Health 
½ cr. TPC 
½ cr. Speech 
½ cr. Personal Finance 
6 cr. Electives 
Requires a minimum of 28 credits 
 
COLLEGE PREP 
Students who complete the above requirements 
will complete the recommended college prep 
curriculum recommended by the Missouri 
Coordinating Board for Higher Education.  Many 
colleges and universities use this as a guideline 
for their admissions requirements.  It is also 
recommended that at least one math course 
should be taken each year and is particularly 
important that students take a math course in 
grade 12. 
 
HONORS 
In order to graduate with honors students must  

1.   complete the above  requirements  
2.   score at or above the previous years 
national ACT composite score  
3.   have an un-weighted GPA in their core 
classes of at least 3.5 
4.   maintain a 95% attendance rate in grades  

9 – 12.    
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Welcome to Seneca High School! 

 

 Moving from Junior High to High School can be a little intimidating.  You will have new 
teachers, classes and expectations.  Even if you are familiar with the building at the High School 
it can be challenging getting from class to class.  There are graduation requirements to worry 
about, activities to get involved with and planning for life after high school; not to mention the 
different clubs and organizations we have on campus!   
 Now take a deep breath and try to relax.  The high school is a good place to be.  All of 
our students and teachers are happy to help answer your questions from “What's for lunch?” to 
“Where is the art room?”  With all of the choices available to you next year, there is no reason 
you should not be able to get involved and feel like a part of the high school.  The hardest part 
is deciding what you want to do.  This guide is here to help you!   
 
 So how do I graduate from high school? 

  In order to graduate from Seneca High School students must earn the 
appropriate credits for graduation.  The graduation requirements can be found on  
page 2.   
 

 What does “graduate with honors” mean? 
  Students who graduate with honors have completed a college preparatory 
curriculum.  This plan of study meets the recommendations for college admissions 
established by the Missouri Coordinating Board of Higher Education.  So what does that 
mean?  Students who complete this course of study will have the courses required for 
college admissions for most colleges.   
  But there is more to graduating with honors than just taking the right classes.  
Students must also score at or above the previous years national ACT average composite 
score, have a core GPA of 3.5 or better (non weighted and in core classes)  and maintain 
a 95% attendance rate in grades in grades 9 – 12. 
 

 What does College Prep mean? 
Taking college prep courses means that you are taking classes to prepare you for college 
material.  Some colleges require you to take certain classes in high school to be 
admitted to their college.  In general the college prep classes we recommend will meet 
most colleges requirements.  It is always a good idea to individually check college 
websites to be certain students are taking what they prefer.   
 

 What are credits? 
  Credits provide the school a way to monitor progress and assess mastery of a 
subject area.  Students earn credits by completing courses with a passing grade, a grade 
of 60% or above.  Students must also meet the attendance policy for each semester.   A 
half credit is awarded per class, per semester. 
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 What if I don’t pass a class?  Do I have to take it over again? 
  YES!  If you do not pass a class that is required for graduation you must retake 
that class until you successfully complete it.  For example:  If you do not pass first 
semester of Comm Art I, you will have to repeat that semester of that course in the 
following year.  In fact, if you had all of your other requirements for graduation, except 
that semester of English, you would not be allowed to graduate! 
 
ow do I know what classes I should take? 
  You will have a lot of help deciding that.  This year, your junior high counselor, 
your teachers, your parents and this guide will help you make your choices.  In the 
following years you can rely on your counselor, advisory teacher, classroom teachers 
and parents to help you.   
  In many cases, the classes you choose will depend on your future career goals.  If 
you want to be a doctor you should take all of the math and science you can fit into your 
schedule.  Thinking about law school?  Our debate program would be an excellent place 
to start.  How about going into farming or ranching?  Our agriculture program would be 
a great place to start, but don't forget to take some biology classes along the way too. 
 

 What is a plan of study? 
Creating a plan of study can help students prepare to take all of the courses they want 
and need to take to exit high school.  If students are wanting to concentrate in 
Agriculture or Business or take all of the upper level sciences then planning it out can 
help them achieve these goals.  The plan of study does not commit you to any courses, it 
is simply a planning tool.  
 

 So with all of these classes to choose from, can I take any classes that I want? 
  Not really.  While there is a lot of flexibility at the high school, we want to be 
sure you are getting the credits required for graduation.  To do that, we require that 
certain classes be taken at certain grade levels.  For example, next year you will be 
required to take Comm Art I, Integrated Science or Biology, TPC/Health, World History 
and a math class.  That will leave you with 2 classes that you get to choose.  Those 
classes are called elective classes.  
  Many of our classes also have prerequisites.  A prerequisite is a class that must 
be completed prior to taking the next class in the sequence.  For example, if you want to 
take Advanced Art, you must take Art 1 first.  Art 1 is a prerequisite for Advanced Art.  
Because of that, not all of our elective classes are available to freshmen.  The classes 
that are available are listed on your enrollment sheet. 
 

 What about summer school? 
  We do not guarantee there will be summer school every year but we will always 
do our best to offer it.  Usually we will know sometime close to early May and 
enrollment will be started for it.  Summer school classes are a great way to get some 
credits out of the way so that as you get older you can take other classes that you want.  
The only graduation requirement offered in summer school for incoming 9th graders  is 
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PE.  Each session is considered a half (semester) credit so you can take the morning and 
the afternoon session and have your  one PE credit completed.  There are other classes 
that you can take for elective credit and other required classes you can take in summer 
after your 9th grade year.  
 

 What is TPC? 
  TPC stands for Tradition, Pride and Class.  It is also a class that all freshmen take 
to help them transition to the high school.  You’ll learn test taking and study skills, time 
management and organizational skills, communication skills and much more.   
 

 What is the Cum Laude system? 
Beginning with the Class of 2019, the valedictorian/salutatorian system of honoring graduates 

will no longer be used.  This was approved by the school board in October of 2015.  This system 

will allow more students to honored at the graduating ceremonies.  The Class of 2019 will use a 

Cum Laude system honoring top students in three levels -  Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum 

Laude, and Cum Laude.   

RECOGNITION TYPES 

a. Summa Cum Laude  

i. Students achieving the College Prep/Honors distinction and earning a 

weighted GPA with a 4.2 or higher will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Gold Academic Honors Medal and will be 

announced as Summa Cum Laude as they cross the stage and marked 

accordingly on the graduation program. 

b. Magna Cum Laude 

i. Students achieving the College Prep/Honors distinction and earning a 

weighted GPA with a 3.5-4.19 will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Silver Academic Honors Medal and will be 

announced as Magna Cum Laude as they cross the stage and marked 

accordingly on the graduation program. 

c. Cum Laude 

i. Students completing the graduation requirements and finish with a 

cumulative weighted GPA of a 3.5 or higher will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Bronze Academic Honors Medal and will be 

announced as Cum Laude as they cross the stage and marked accordingly on 

the graduation program.  

 

 What is Pre-AP? 
    Advanced Placement (AP) courses prepare a student to take an examination 
which could qualify the student to earn college credits. AP courses can help students 
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acquire the skills and habits needed to be successful in college. Students will improve 
writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, and develop time management skills, 
discipline, and study habits. The Pre-AP courses offered at SHS will prepare students for the 
skills and discipline they might need to take an AP course when they are older.  Currently 
the first time a student can take an AP test is their sophomore year. 
 

 What if I want to change my schedule? 
    

We make every attempt to create a master schedule that allows students to select the 
classes they need and want.  While every effort is made to help students find a workable 
schedule, in some cases, conflicts exist and students must take alternative classes.  To be 
considered for a schedule change, students must meet pre-requisite requirements, the 
intended class must not be full and the change request must be made within the prescribed 
schedule change deadline.   Students are only allowed one schedule change FORM per 
semester.  Signatures from all teachers involved in the change to and from as well as parent 
and principal are required.  No exceptions will be made after the deadline. 

 
 
 
 

Course Descriptions 
 

Communication Arts 
4 Communication Arts classes must be taken in High School (grades 9-12) 

  
Communication Arts I (9 - 12)                                                Two Semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course fulfills the first year of English and focuses on developing students as better 
readers, writers, and thinkers.  This course includes a study of the major types of 
literature, vocabulary, writing skills, editing, oral presentations, and higher order 
thinking skills. 

 

 

 
 

Mathematics 
3 Math classes must be taken in the High School (grades 9-12) 

 There are a number of math classes available to freshmen.  The math class you are 
currently in and your strength as a math student will determine which course you enroll in.  If 
you are completing Algebra I in eighth grade and you are a strong math student you will enroll 
in Geometry .  If you are in the regular eighth grade math class and are a strong math student 
you might want to enroll in Algebra I, but if you’ve struggled in math this year Algebra A is 
probably a better choice.   
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Algebra A (9 – 11)     Two semesters/1 Credit/.5 Algebra Unit 
Prerequisite:  None 

This course is designed for students who need increased time for mastering Algebra I.  
The first semester of Algebra I will be completed during this year long class.  This course 
will not meet the mathematics requirement for those students wishing to graduate with 
honors. To complete the required Algebra 1 graduation requirement, during the 
sophomore year Algebra B will need to be taken.  Algebra A + Algebra B = Algebra 1 
credit. 

 
 
Algebra I (9 – 12)     Two semesters/1 Credit/1 Algebra Unit 
Prerequisite:  None 

Algebra I provides the concepts of variables, real numbers, rational numbers and 
irrational numbers.  Studies include equations and inequalities with solving and graphing 
of both.  The student is exposed to the use of manipulatives.  With the application of 
various problem solving skills, the student develops and reinforces logical mathematical 
techniques to be used in their daily life and the ever-changing workplace. 

 
 
Geometry ( 9 – 12)                                 Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I 

This course covers the basic concepts of proof, applications and constructions dealing 
with various facts and theorems of geometry.  It is intended to follow at least one 
course in algebra and helps the students be better prepared to cope with today’s 
complex society. 
 

 
H____Pre AP Geometry ( 9 – 12)                                     Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Algebra I with a suggested grade of B or better 

This course is a fast paced geometry course that covers the basic concepts of proof, 
applications and constructions dealing with various facts and theorems of geometry.  
Trig ratios, circles, transformations are also included in depth.  It is intended to follow at 
least one course in algebra and prepares the student for AP classes in the future.  
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Social Studies 
 

 All freshman students are required to take World History.  The course description is 
below. 
 
World History (9 – 12)                               Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course provides a survey of Western Civilization from Renaissance to the present.  
The content will be studied with respect to how past events impact our lives today.  To 
fulfill these objectives skills in comprehension, cause and effect, and critical thinking will 
be developed. 
 
 

Science 
 

 All freshmen are required to take either Integrated Science I or Pre-AP Biology.  The 
course descriptions are below.  If you want to take Biology you will need your current science 
teacher’s recommendation as well as pass the science placement exam to be given in the near 
future. Students who do not pass the Science Placement test may take an assigned science 
(online) during summer school and earn a passing grade to gain permission to enroll in Pre-AP 
Biology. 
 
Integrated Science I (9 – 12)                        Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

In this entry level science course students conduct field and laboratory investigations, 
use scientific methods during investigations and make informed decisions using critical-
thinking and problem solving skills.  This course integrates the disciplines of physical 
science, chemistry and biology in the following topics:  motion, energy transformation, 
objects in the universe and their motion, properties of matter, changes in matter, 
components and structures of earth’s systems, and interactions among earth’s systems. 

 
 
H____Pre-AP Biology I (9 – 12)              Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Entering 9th graders must achieve a satisfactory score on the Science placement 
test. Students who do not pass the Science Placement test may take assigned science (online) 
during summer school and earn a passing grade to gain permission to enroll in Pre-AP Biology. 
 

Pre-AP Biology focuses deeply on the concepts and skills that have maximum value for 
college and career.  This course concentrates on the core areas of ecological systems, cellular 
systems, evolution, and genetics.  Rather than understanding content topics in isolation, 
students will make meaningful connections between the structures, processes, and interactions 
that exist across biological systems – from cells to ecological communities.  In pre-AP Biology, 
students will; be active participants in analyzing real world phenomena, apply science practices 
to construct and revise their knowledge, and regularly collaborate with their peers in dialogue, 
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investigations, and problem solving.  This inquiry based science course uses thematic approach 
in learning the concepts of biology.  Major sub-themes of study include homeostasis, matter 
and energy, continuity, growth and development, diversity and patterns of change.    This 
course has a state mandated End of Course Biology exam.  This course is taught at an 
accelerated pace and is designed to prepare students who will be taking the AP Biology course. 

 
 

Health 
 

 All freshmen are required to take Health.  The course description is below. 
 
Family and Individual Health (9 – 12)                      One semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

Health is a one semester course that prepares students in understanding personal 
wellness with cornerstones focusing on mental, social and physical aspects of health.  A 
special emphasis is placed on the body systems as related to prevention of disease, 
tobacco use, drug and alcohol abuse, nutrition, physical activity and health 
maintenance. 
 

TPC 
 

 All freshmen are required to take TPC.  The course description is below. 
 
TPC (9)                                      One semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

TPC stands for Tradition~Pride~Class and is a one-semester course designed to help 
incoming freshman prepare for their high school years and beyond.  Students will be 
involved in a project-based curriculum that will help them identify their own learning 
style and develop skills in test taking, communication, decision making, tolerance and 
time management.  Students will also learn how to manage money and become 
business savvy.   

 

Elective Classes 
 

Fine Arts 

 
Art I (9 – 12)                       Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This is an introductory class with hands on experience in two dimensional and three 
dimensional areas.  The core curriculum includes drawing, design, painting, calligraphy, 
three dimensional construction, color, and art history.  All these experiences develop 
the students’ awareness of art in the world around them.  Students will produce works 
of art both functional and aesthetic in nature. 
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Drama (9 – 12)                      Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

Students will be exposed to the history of drama, character development, readers 
theatre, play production, and all areas of technical theatre.  The students will observe, 
study, identify and perform dramatic works.  Students are required to attend and assist 
at BOTH the fall and spring play.  Students are required to purchase supplies for projects 
throughout the year (not to exceed $30 total). 
 

High School Band (9 – 12)                     Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Audition required 

High School band students will learn more advanced and complex elements of music 
performance including marching band, vocabulary and notation, musical expression and 
musical appreciation.  Students gain this content through daily rehearsals, home 
practice, and performance as a large group, small ensemble and as individuals. 
 

 Jazz Band (9 – 12)                      Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Concurrent enrollment in High School Band and audition required 

This class is designed for the advanced musician who desires a more extensive training 
on their instrument.  Study includes playing in a classic jazz style, swing and basic 
improvisational skills.  Auditions will be announced sometime in April. 
 

H5065 Music Appreciation (9 – 12)                Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This is a non-performance study of the origins, components and cultural significance of 
the music styles through the eras.  It will begin with its earliest origins, Gregorian Chant, 
Tribal Configurations and move through Baroque, Classical, Contemporary, 
Impressionist, Blues, Rock and Roll and Modern Opera.  Students will be introduced to 
each style through listening and examining composers.  Students will also learn how to 
play many different styles of music on the guitar and learn playing styles such as walking 
bass, finger picking, chords and more.  The students will learn to play African and Caribbean 
style rhythm ensembles on hand drums and other world instruments. 

 
H5067  Girls Glee (9 – 12)                 Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:   None 

A choir especially designed for girls interested in music performance. This choir is open 
to any girl on campus who enjoys singing.  Emphasis will be on intermediate vocal 
techniques.  Activities will include Fall, Winter and Spring concerts, District/State Honor 
Choir auditions, District/State Music Contests, area clinics and contests and school and 
community events as scheduled throughout the year.  Repertoire will include a wide 
variety of music including madrigals, folk songs, classical, and pop literature.  All 
members will be required to attend scheduled performances and occasional after school 
rehearsals.  
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H5068  Concert Choir (9 – 12)                Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course employs all fundamental skills through music performance as individuals and 
as a group.   The course is open to any student who would like to improve vocal 
technique.  Concerts illustrate growing vocal abilities and will include performances for 
Fall, Winter and Spring Concerts. 

 
H5070  Show Choir/Jive Tribe(9 – 12)               Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Audition required, $200 costume fee ($100 is due the first week of school), and 
limited number of mandatory summer rehearsals. 

  
This course is designed for the advanced music student and is auditioned before 
acceptance.  Emphasis will be in performance of a variety of music and will include 
extensive choreography costuming and staging.  Activities will include Winter and Spring 
concerts, District/State Honor Choir auditions, District/State Music Contest, area show 
choir contests and clinics, and other school and community events as scheduled 
throughout the year. 
 

Speech 
 

Contest Debate (9 – 12)                      Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation 

This course is a highly selective contest debate course.  Students will spend their time 
learning how to properly debate, give extemporaneous speeches, and write/perform 
original oratories for competition.  Students in this class must compete in speech and 
debate competitions.  Teacher’s signature required. 
 

Oral Interpretation (9 – 12)                       Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

The purpose of Oral Interpretation is to develop an appreciation of literature through 
performance.  During the course of this class students will develop the skills to analyze, 
evaluate and perform Dramatic Interpretations, Humorous Interpretations, Duets, Duos, 
Prose, Poetry, Storytelling, One Act and Readers Theatre for performance and 
competition.  Students will be required to take part in two performances/competitions 
per semester in order to earn a D or higher.  At each performance/competition 
students will be required to perform two individual events, one of which must be 
memorized.  Students must remain eligible by MSHAA standards. 

 
Foreign Language 

 
Spanish I (9 – 12)                       Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  “B” in 8th grade English, signature required from Eng teacher 

Students will study Spanish in the present tense, learning a large amount of vocabulary 
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words and basic grammar constructions.  Emphasis will be placed upon beginning 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.  Students will broaden their knowledge of 
the Hispanic world and its culture and geography, learning to respect the similarities and 
differences which lie between our worlds.   
 
 
 

Additional Electives 
 
 

Computer Technology 
 

 
H6002  Computer Applications (9 – 10 preferred)       Two Semesters/1 credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course is designed to help students  gain skills in the areas of word processing, 
spreadsheet applications, presentation software,  internet usage, and an introduction to 
database management. Microsoft Office and Google will be utilized in this class along 
with exploring other applications.    

 
H____ Multimedia  (9 – 12)               Two Semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Computer Applications preferred, instructor approval if not 

Multimedia students will work with multimedia software to develop electronic 
presentations and printed materials.  They will learn how to manipulate text, art, and 
graphics, photography, animation, audio and video for presentations in various media 
formats.  Course Units will include:  foundational concepts, electronic presentations, 
media files, and fair use and copyright laws.  Students will be engaged in real-life 
scenarios related to both the professional business environment.  

 
 

H6000  Web Page Design (9 – 12, but prefer 11 & 12)               One Semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

In this course, students will design, create and maintain dynamic web pages for personal 
(and classroom) use.  We will begin the course by covering the basics of HTML, as these 
skills are foundational in authentic web design.  Once we have mastered the core 
concepts of HTML, we will move on to CSS to give more color and creativity to our web 
pages.  Finally, we will move on to using Dreamweaver software, where we can add 
large amounts of text, graphics and possibly even Javascript to our web pages.  The 
programs we will use include:  Notepage (for HTML and CSS), Internet Explore and/or 
Firefox, Fireworks, Photoshop and Dreamweaver.  This course is paired with Advance 
Web Page Design 
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H6001  Advanced Web Page Design (9 – 12, but prefer 11 & 12)            One semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Web Page Design 

This course is designed for students who have previously taken Web Page Design ( and 
are interested in furthering their knowledge of web design and computer programming.  
In this class, we advance our skills of HTML and CSS and discover multiple new computer 
languages (Javascript, jQuery, Python, etc.)  Students are given the opportunity to 
develop websites for real-life scenarios for potential clients in the Seneca /Joplin area 
and develop a portfolio of their work to add to their resume upon graduation.  We will 
also explore 21st century website generators, including Google Sites, Weebly, Wix and 
more.  

 
H6010 Introduction to Business  (9 – 12)             Two Semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course is designed to prepare students for college level business courses and to 
develop the qualities, knowledge and skills necessary for entry level business 
employment.  Students will gain a basic understanding of multiple business fields 
through hands on interactive projects and activities.  Areas of study include:  personal 
finance; marketing and advertising;  sales; business communication; business 
management; business law and entrepreneur ship. Students will have the opportunity 
to develop leadership qualities through projects and voluntary participation in Future 
Business Leaders of America activities. 

 

 Agriculture 
 

Agriculture Science I (9 – 12)                                    Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None    

This course is designed for instruction in animal science, agriculture mechanics, 
agribusiness, fish and wildlife, food science, careers, leadership, and supervised 
agricultural experience. 

 
 
 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

H____   Intro to FACS (9-12)                                  Two Semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 
This course is designed to help prepare students for multiple roles as individuals and family 
members.  Emphasis is placed upon values clarification, decision making, consumer skills, 
personal and family relationships, parenting, nutrition and health and career exploration.  
Students should begin to develop leadership skills for family career and community life.   
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Nutrition and Wellness I (9 – 12)                        One Semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisite:  None 

A course that prepares individuals to understand the principles of nutrition; the 
selection, preparation and care of food; meal management to meet individual and 
family food needs and patterns of living; food economics and ecology; optimal use of 
the food dollar; and application of related math and science skills.  Student leadership 
(FCCLA) may be an integral part of this course. 
 

Nutrition and Wellness II (9 – 12)                       One Semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Nutrition and Wellness I 

Nutrition and Wellness II is a course designed to allow students to build upon their first 
semester: to broaden their tastes and creative talents and appreciate new flavors and 
foods; apply the management process to the production of meals; plan, prepare, and 
serve aesthetically pleasing meals; learn to meet the nutritional needs and preferences 
of individuals and groups of various ages and cultures; and to analyze foods in relation 
to nutritional value within constraints of cost, time, and material.  Student leadership 
(FCCLA) may be an integral part of this course. 

 
H6053  FCCLA Leadership  I  (9 – 12)                 One semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  FCCLA membership (approx. $20) 

This is a course that provides students with the opportunity to learn more about FCCLA, 
develop leadership potential, and assist with chapter service projects in the community.  
The purpose is to assist students in preparing for success in family, career and 
community life, promote personal growth, and develop leadership.  Students will 
explore work, jobs, and careers related to family and consumer sciences and human 
services, solve problems that impact the family, and make decisions that support and 
strengthen the integration of multiple roles/responsibilities of individuals, family, career 
and community using FCCLA curriculum and programs.  Participation in STAR Events, 
Power of Ones, Community Service, Competition and attendance at various events and 
meetings outside of class time are required components of this class. Second semester 
will be a Discovery FACS class with an overview of nutrition (Foods), Child Development, 
Family Living and Fashion (Sewing). 
 

 
 
H6054  Career Development/Entrepreneurship  (9 – 12) One semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None. 

 To assist Missouri citizens in acquiring career development/preparation and 
entrepreneurial skills, performance competencies in the Career 
Development/Entrepreneurship course taught in Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education programs enable students to:  construct meaning related to career 
development/preparation and entrepreneurship; communicate effectively with 
employers and others related to work, career development/preparation and 
entrepreneurial information and skills; solve problems related to the development of 
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entrepreneurship skills; and make responsible decision that impact career development 
and the establishment of entrepreneurial ventures..   

 
Fashion/Sewing I   1st semester                             One Semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course prepares individuals to understand the psychological aspects of clothing and 
textiles, and introduces the students to:  1) basic clothing construction techniques, 2) 
clothing care and maintenance, 3) textiles information, and 4) consumer skills.  Student 
leadership (FCCLA) may be an integral part of the course.  Students will be required to 
purchase fabric and supplies.  This class is paired with Child Development. 

 
 
  Child Development  2nd semester                  One Semester/.5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course prepares individuals to understand children's physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social growth and development. This semester course will include study 
of child development theorists and theories, prenatal development, childbirth and 
development in the first year of life.  Student leaderships (FCCLA) may be an integral 
part of this course.  This class is paired with Fashion/Sewing 

 
 
 

Industrial Arts 
 

Wood Shop (9 – 12)                        Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This class is designed to teach the use of basic tools and develop skills necessary to 
woodworking technology.  This exploratory class includes wood terminology and 
identification, measuring, layout, basic hand tools, and machine tools, joint 
construction, blueprint reading and finishing techniques. Fee required.  All students are 
required to pay for material for projects in advance. 
 

 

 
 

Physical Education 

 
Boys PE (9)                        Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This class will be broken up into 2 sections.  1.  Lifetime sports:  Students learn 
teamwork and personal interaction through activities such as basketball, flag football, 
soccer, tennis, badminton, ultimate Frisbee and Ping Pong.  Physical education develops 
knowledge and habits of a lifetime of physical fitness.  2.  Persona l Fitness:  Students 
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will work to improve their physical fitness level.  This portion of the class will be adapted 
to the student’s ability level with the goal of cardiovascular and muscular improvement 
throughout the year. We will spend weekly time in the weightroom, among other 
activities, to help the student reach these goals.   
 
 

 
 
 Girls PE (9)                         Two semesters/1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

This class will be broken up into 2 sections.  1.  Lifetime sports:  Students learn 
teamwork and personal interaction through activities such as basketball, flag football, 
soccer, tennis, badminton, ultimate Frisbee and Ping Pong.  Physical education develops 
knowledge and habits of a lifetime of physical fitness.  2.  Persona l Fitness:  Students 
will work to improve their physical fitness level.  This portion of the class will be adapted 
to the student’s ability level with the goal of cardiovascular and muscular improvement 
throughout the year. We will spend weekly time in the weightroom, among other 
activities, to help the student reach these goals.   
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TAKEN FROM THE SHS 
COURSE CATALOG – the entire course catalog can 
be found on our high school website 
NOTE: Students who are college bound should consider curriculum requirements of the college/university of their 
choice.  The best source is to refer to each individual college website for the most up-to-date and complete 
information. 
  
NOTE: The State of Missouri requires ALL STUDENTS to pass both the United States and Missouri Constitution tests 
in order to earn a high school diploma.  This is NOT optional.  The US test is included in the American Government 
curriculum and the MO test is included in American History curriculum.  However, if a student has not passed both 
exams, or (due to a transfer or similar situation) has not taken and/or passed these tests, the student must make 
arrangements to do so.  Study guides will be provided by and tests given by the social studies department.  It is the 
student's responsibility to get the study guide and prepare for the test(s).  Test dates and locations will be 
determined on an individual student basis.  Students must also pass a CPR certification as well as a Civics test. 

 
Seneca High School Dual Credit (taught by SHS staff) 

 
 Dual credit classes allow students the opportunity to take college level classes on the SHS campus and 
earn both college and high school credit.  Students are allowed to obtain college credit at a reduced tuition price. 
To be eligible for this program a student must: 

 Have completed his/her sophomore year of high school 

 Be at least 16 years of age 

 Have a minimum unweighted 3.0 GPA (cannot round up) 

 Apply and be accepted to an eligible college or university 

 Maintain 95% attendance  
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   Courses also require a specific ACT score or a qualifying alternate test score.  Currently Crowder College 
has chosen the alternate test platform of Wonderlic.  Arrangements to take this test will have to be made at 
Crowder College. This requirement is noted in the prerequisite section of each course description.     Students that 
participate in this program will be responsible for any and all fees incurred with their college coursework.  Tuition 
fees are   set by the college.  Dual credit offerings are subject to cancellation if the minimum number of students is 
not met.  If a class overfills, upperclassmen will take precedence.  Students will receive a grade on their high school 
transcript as well as their college transcript.  The college may have deadlines for dropping courses that differ from 
the high school schedule.  High school schedules may only be changed within the specified time period and that 
may not coincide with the college schedule change dates.  Colleges often have dates well into the semester to 
withdraw/drop a course.  If a student makes this decision to drop in a Dual Credit course, they will remain in the 
high school class and the grade earned from the HS teacher will be on the HS transcript.  The student and parent 
will be responsible for dropping the course at the college level. 
 
 

Seneca High School Dual Enrollment (online or leaving campus) (independent study) 
 

 Dual enrollment is a program that allows students to attend classes at a local college or through online 
methods and receive both high school and college credit.  Students must attend a college that has a current dual 
enrollment/credit agreement with Seneca High School.  To be eligible for this program a student must: 

 Have completed his/her sophomore year of high school 

 Be at least 16 years of age 

 Have a minimum unweighted 3.0 GPA (cannot round up) 

 Apply and be accepted to an eligible college or university 

 Maintain 95% attendance  
 

For students leaving campus to attend class, attendance must be verified. In order to verify attendance, 
students will complete an attendance sheet on a weekly basis.  This form must be submitted to the attendance 
secretary.  Failure to do so will result in the student being marked absent for their college classes.  On days when 
the student’s college classes do not meet the student must come to the high school and engage in homework or 
independent study related to their high school or college courses.  Students who are taking courses online will be 
assigned a “period” and “classroom teacher” to report to during that class period time.  

Students enrolled in this program must take a total of six (6) classes per semester with a minimum of 
three classes taken on the SHS campus.  Release time for dual enrollment must occur at either the beginning or 
end of the school day.  Courses taken at the college or university level will be counted towards the student’s GPA.  
Weighted grade points are only given for upper level courses that are taught at Seneca High School.  Students 
cannot earn weighted grades for college courses that are not offered at SHS during that school year.  Students 
need to understand that courses are not always offered on a yearly basis at SHS.  Students will receive half (.5) a 
credit of high school credit for each successfully completed three (3) hour college course.  Students will receive a 
full credit of high school credit for each successfully completed five (5) hour college course.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to provide the counseling office with an official college transcript so that grades may be entered and 
credit awarded on the high school transcript.   

  The college may have deadlines for dropping courses that differ from the high school schedule.  High 
school schedules may only be changed within the specified time period and that may not coincide with the college 
schedule change dates.  Colleges often have dates well into the semester to withdraw/drop a course.  If a student 
makes this decision to drop a Dual Enrollment course, they will need to visit the counseling office to make 
arrangements.  They will be expected to report to the high school for supervision daily.  The student and parent 
will be responsible for dropping the course at the college level.  Should a student drop a college course prior to 
completion, the high school grade will be entered as an “F”.   

 
 Students that participate in this program will be responsible for any and all fees incurred with their 
college coursework.  Students will also be responsible for their own transportation.  A copy of the student’s college 
class schedule must be provided to the high school counselor at the beginning of each semester.  The student must 
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provide an official copy of their college transcript. 
 
Courses may also be taken above and beyond the 7 hour full time enrollment status.  Student who choose to do 
this will be able to take advantage of the reduced enrollment tuition and fees, however all expenses will be paid by 
the student.  Courses that are taken in addition to full time status can be transcripted on the high school transcript 
if the student chooses this option.    
 

Dual Credit and Dual Enrollment Qualifying Scores 
Currently through Crowder College 

 

Course ACT Score WONDERLIC SCORE 

English 101 and 102 English  - 18 To be determined 

History and Geography Reading – 18 To be determined 

College Algebra Math – 22  To be determined 

Any Dual Enrollment online 
course 

English 18 and Reading 18 To be determine 

DC CTEC classes English 18 and Reading 18 To be determined 

 
 

Seneca High School AP courses 
 
Advanced Placement courses prepare a student to take an examination which could qualify the student to earn 
college credits. AP courses can help students acquire the skills and habits needed to be successful in college. 
Students will improve writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, and develop time management skills, 
discipline, and study habits. Seneca High School believes strongly that to receive full benefits of AP courses that 
students should take courses with the intention of taking the AP test at the end of the course.  Therefore, to 
receive “weighted” credit students must register, pay and take the test at the end of the year.  Students are not 
required to pass the test to receive the weighted credit.  In some years, funding will be available to reimburse 
students who passed their tests with a 3 or higher.  This will be on a year to year basis.  Costs of tests are 
approximately $85 and for students on free/reduced lunch the cost is approximately $53.  Some AP courses are 
taught by SHS staff and some can be taken through   virtual online school. Options currently for virtual schools are 
MOVIP, Edgenuity and Launch.   AP courses taken through  virtual instruction during the regular 7 hour school day 
will be counted as a weighted course if the AP test is taken at the end of the course.   Students will take these 
courses independently online. 
 
 
To be eligible for this program a student must: 

 Have completed his/her sophomore year of high school 

 Teacher approval for admission to course 

 Meet pre-requisites for course 

 Students that participate in this program will be responsible for any and all fees incurred with the AP 
testing, if they choose to test at the end of the course instruction 

 
 

Academic Honors 
Graduating with Honors:   Students who choose to graduate with an Honor’s Certificate are required to complete 
a minimum of 28 credits as specified by their specific graduating class.  They must also score at or above the 
previous years national ACT composite score, have an un-weighted GPA in their core classes of at least a 3.5 and 
maintain a 95% attendance rate in grades 9-12.  Please see the requirements on page 3. 
 
Academic Letter:  A chenille letter and certificate is given the first time a student qualifies for Academic Award.  A 
bar is given for each succeeding qualification.  A student must have an unweighted 3.50 GPA based on two (2) 
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previous semesters of school and must be a full time student attending seven classes a day for the full year at SHS.  
GPA is calculated on qualifying classes and the student must be enrolled in a minimum of four (4) qualifying classes 
for the entire year.  Qualifying classes change with curriculum changes. 

  
Top 10:  The top 10 ranking students from the graduating class are recognized at the graduation ceremonies.  Rank 
is determined at the end of eight semesters using a weighted system.   
 
Honor Roll: To be eligible for “A” Honor Roll a student must make an “A” or “A-“ in all classes.  To be eligible for 
the “B” Honor Roll, a student must have an overall average grade of “B” or 3.0 GPA for all classes.  A grade of “F” in 
any class automatically disqualifies a student from the Honor Roll.  
 
 
 
 

CUM LAUDE SYSTEM 
2. Beginning with the Class of 2019, the valedictorian/salutatorian system of honoring graduates will no longer 

be used.  This was approved by the school board in October of 2015.  This system will allow more students to 

honored at the graduating ceremonies.  The Class of 2019 will use a Cum Laude system honoring top students 

in three levels -  Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, and Cum Laude.   

RECOGNITION TYPES 

a. Summa Cum Laude  

i. Students achieving the College Prep/Honors distinction and earning a weighted GPA with a 

4.2 or higher will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Gold Academic Honors Medal and will be announced as Summa 

Cum Laude as they cross the stage and marked accordingly on the graduation program. 

b. Magna Cum Laude 

i. Students achieving the College Prep/Honors distinction and earning a weighted GPA with a 

3.5-4.19 will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Silver Academic Honors Medal and will be announced as 

Magna Cum Laude as they cross the stage and marked accordingly on the graduation 

program. 

c. Cum Laude 

i. Students completing the graduation requirements and finish with a cumulative weighted 

GPA of a 3.5 or higher will receive this distinction. 

ii. These students will receive a Bronze Academic Honors Medal and will be announced as Cum 

Laude as they cross the stage and marked accordingly on the graduation program.  

 
 

MOVIP and Launch                                               
The Missouri Virtual Instruction Program (MoVIP) was established in 2007.  It offers approx. 250 online courses to 
Missouri students.  Launch is a product of Springfield Public Schools and offers about 75 courses online.  Students 
who wish to take courses that are not offered by SHS can request to take an online   course during the regular day 
in independent study.  This is a case by case decision and past performance, attendance, etc. will be considered.  
Tuition for courses approved by the administration will be paid for by the district if they are taken within the 
regular 7 hour full time schedule.  Online   courses can also be taken by students who wish to take additional 
courses above and beyond the regular school day.  Tuition for these courses above and beyond will be paid for by 
the student.  All courses will be unweighted with the exception of AP courses taken within the regular 7 hour 
schedule.  
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NCAA and NAIA Athletic Eligibility Requirements 
All students planning to participate in NCAA Division 1 or 2 athletics or NAIA athletics must register with 

the respective organization.  Please visit the appropriate organization to register online and pay necessary fees.  
Requirements are listed on the websites for students who intend to play intercollegiate sports.  This should be 
started early in the high school process so that necessary classes and required testing can take place.  Visit your 
school counselor to make sure you are enrolled in the necessary classes if this pertains to you.  Websites:  NCAA  
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3    NAIA   www.playnaia.org   

 
 

A+ Program 
At Seneca High School, we believe that the education of all students is important, regardless of their plans 
following high school.  The Missouri A+ Schools Program is designed to ensure that all high school students will be 
provided selections of courses, career counseling, technology and/or workplace skill development opportunities 
appropriate to their career goals. 
 Seneca High School has been selected by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education as an 
A+ Schools site.  The A+ Schools Program guides students in a rigorous program of academic and technical 
education that will prepare them for the workplace, post-secondary vocational/technical training, or college.  
Therefore, the A+ Schools Program encourages students to focus early on a career path and set a goal which 
includes some training beyond high school. 
  
A significant part of the A+ Program is its financial incentive.  As long as state funds remain, this incentive provides 
state-reimbursed tuition to qualified students who continue their education at a Missouri public community 
college or Missouri vocational/technical school.  Some Missouri 4 year universities will also honor A+ funds.  In 
order to qualify, students must: 

1. Attend an A+ designated school for three consecutive years 
2. Fill out an application and return to Mr. Bradley 
3. Graduate from high school with a minimum 95% attendance for all 4 years 
4. Graduate with a minimum 2.5 grade point average for all 4 years 
5. Perform 50 hours of unpaid tutoring 
6. Have achieved a score of proficient or advanced on the Algebra I end-of-course assessment (class of 2015 

and beyond) 
7. Maintain good citizenship and avoidance of unlawful drugs 
8. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) during the spring semester of your Senior 

year and following 

If you or your parents have any questions concerning the A+ Schools Program, please feel free to contact the A+ 
Coordinator, Mr. Bradley.  He will gladly answer your questions.   
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule Change Policy 
 

We make every attempt to create a master schedule that allows students to select the classes they need 
and want.  While every effort is made to help students find a workable schedule, in some cases, conflicts exist and 
students must take alternative classes.  To be considered for a schedule change, students must meet pre-requisite 
requirements, the intended class must not be full and the change request must be made within the prescribed 
schedule change deadline.   Students are only allowed one schedule change FORM per semester.  Signatures 
from all teachers involved in the change to and from as well as parent and principal are required.  No exceptions 
will be made after the deadline. 

http://www.playnaia.org/
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Definition of Terms 

 
Advanced Placement: Advanced Placement courses prepare a student to take an examination which could qualify 
the student to earn college credits. AP courses can help students acquire the skills and habits needed to be 
successful in college. Students will improve writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, and develop time 
management skills, discipline, and study habits. 
 
Advisory:  Advisory is a 28-minute period during most days.  It is  designed to provide structured learning time. 
Assemblies and other school-wide activities may take place during this period of time. Advisory teachers will meet 
with students about grades and academic progress. Students may be allowed to get help from teachers during this 
time. This is a full year, no-credit activity for grades 9-12. 
 
Class Rank:  Class rank is determined by overall grade point average as computed at the end of eight (8) semesters 
of high school work.  Class rank is figured both unweighted and weighted. 
 
Credit: The numerical value received for successful completion of a particular course. One full-year of instruction 
equals one credit; one-semester of instruction equals one-half credit. 
 
Dual Enrollment: Dual enrollment classes are taught by a college professor on a college campus or online.  
 
Dual Credit: Dual credit courses allow students the opportunity to earn both 
high school credit and college credit at the same time. Students are able to 
obtain college credit at a reduced tuition price. Tuition is set by the college 
and is the responsibility of the student and parent. Dual credit offerings are 
subject to cancellation if the minimum number of students is not met. If a 
class overfills, upperclassmen will take precedence.  
 
Elective: A course that may be chosen for study (as distinguished from  courses which are requirements). 
 
Grade Point (GP) and Grading Scale:  
 

Grade Percent Unweighted Grade Percent Weighted 

A 100-93% 4.00 A 100-93% 5.00 

A- 92-90% 3.67 A- 92-90% 4.67 

B+ 89-87% 3.33 B+ 89-87% 4.33 

B 86-83% 3.00 B 86-83% 4.00 

B- 82-80% 2.67 B- 82-80% 3.67 

C+ 79-77% 2.33 C+ 79-77% 3.33 

C 76-73% 2.00 C 76-73% 3.00 

C- 72-70% 1.67 C- 72-70% 2.67 

D+ 69-67% 1.33 D+ 69-67% 2.33 

D 66-63% 1.00 D 66-63% 2.00 

D- 62-60% .67 D- 62-60% 1.67 

F 59-0% 0 F 59-0% 0 

NC No Credit 0 NC No Credit 0 

 

Grade Point Average (G.P.A.): The average numerical value of all grades earned. Weighted courses add an 
additional 1 point value. 
 
Missouri Connections ( www.missouriconnections.org ); Every student should participate in the development of a 

            

            

            
            
            

            

http://www.missouriconnections.org/
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personalized online career portfolio.  This resource is designed to help students develop a personal plan of study or 
also known as an ICAP (Individualized Career and Academic Plan) throughout high school and beyond. Abundant 
college and career information is available.  Students can create their own portfolio account information after 
initially visiting the site.  Seneca login and passwords are:  Username:  Seneca  Password: 2viewmoc 
 
MOVIP: The Missouri Virtual Instruction Program (MoVIP) provides high-quality, standards-based supplemental 
and full-time online coursework for Missouri schools needing credit retrieval, advanced courses, and/or 
curriculum. For more information visit the website   movip.org or see your HS counselor. Students must consult 
with their counselor before enrolling in MOVIP courses. 
 
Prerequisite: This is a condition that must be met in order to enroll in a course. For example, successful completion 
of Ag Science 1 is a prerequisite for taking Ag Science 2. 
 
 
Repeated Courses: Some courses are allowed to be repeated, examples would be Band, Choir, Art, Woodshop, 
Lifetime Activities, Body Conditioning.  Students should check in the counseling office for specific questions.  
Students who list a course that cannot be repeated on their pre enrollment form will be placed in an alternate 
course. All grades earned will be placed on the transcript. 
 
Requirements: A course that is required for graduation. 
 
Work Permits: Fourteen- and fifteen-year-old students who are employed 
outside of regular school hours will be given a Missouri State work permit 
upon request if they have no D’s or F’s on their previous quarter or semester 
report card. Progress reports will not be used to meet the requirements for 
work permits. Work permits are available from counselors.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

            

            

            
            

            


